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REGULATION NO. 546 /2024
BREGULATION OF THE COUNCIL, OF MINISTERS
ISSUED TO DETERMINE THF ORGANIZATION

AND POWERS AND FUNCTIONS OF THE
REFUGEES AND RETURNEES SERVICE

This Regulation is issued by the Council of
Ministers pursuant to Article 64(2) of the
Definition of the Powers and Duties of the
Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia
Executive Organs Proclamation 1263/2021.

1. Short Title
This Regulation may be cited as "Council of

Ministers Regulation No. 546/2024 to provide
for the Organization, Powers and Duties of the
Refugees and Returnees Service".

2. Definition

In this Regulation,

otherwise requires:

1. "Service" means the Service for Refugees
and Returnees established in accordance
with Article 64(1) of Proclamation No.
1263/2021 to determine the Powers and
Duties of Federal Government Executive
bodies;

unless the context
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2. "Proclamation "means of Refugees
Proclamation No. 1110/2019;

3. "Refugee Center" means a place where
refugees live together; includes, as the
case may be, a shelter, site, reception,
screening or urban area where refugees

are located;

4. "Returnee" means an Ethiopian who has
been registered in other countries as a
refugee or asylum seeker by the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
and has voluntarily repatriated or returned
to his country;

5. "Hest Community" means local
communities living in areas where

refugees have settled;

6. "Joint Preject” means a development
project with the support of the
international community and the
agreement of the Ethiopian government,
wiich will benefit refugees and the host
community;

7. "Partners" means those who work with or
support the Service on refugees, asylum
seekers, returnees and host communities;

8. "Person" means any physical or juridical

person;

9. Any expression in the masculine gender

shall also include the feminine.
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E. 2477 3. Objective
CRIADNE:  BA9Y  QUILET T U1 The objective of the service is to provide

protection to refugees and asylum seekers, and
support to returnees i cooperation with relevant
bodies in accordance with the laws of the land,
International,

continental, and sub-continental

agreements that our country has ratified.

4. Head Ouarter
The Service shall have its Head Quarter in Addis

Ababa, and it can have Branch and Refugee
Center Offices i different parts of the country as

needed.

S. BEowers and Duties of the Service
The Service shall have the following Powers and
Duties:

1. Develops and submits policies on refugees,

asylum seekers and returnees to the
Government;
2. Administers data on refugees, asylum seekers

and returnees;

3. Oversees the protection and protection of

refugees and asylum seekers;

4. Provides documentation services and
evidential service for refugees, asylum seekers

and returnees;

5. Negotiates, signs, monitors, evaluates and
supports projects implemented by partners
regarding

refugees, asylum seekers and

returnees;

6.Signs partnership agreements with partners for

financial, material and technical support;
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7. Selects locations for refugee centers in

collaboration with concerned Government

bodies;

8. Equips the selected refugee centers with the

necessary infrastructures and resources in

collaboration with relevant bodies;

9. Works with concemed bodies to ensure

co-existence between refugees and host

communities;

10/ Works in coordination with concerned bodies to
prevent activities that pose a threat to security
and safety in refugee centers;

11/ Provides as much basic and social services as
possible for refugees and asylum seekers in

cooperation with partners;

12/ Carries out development activities that improve
the lives of refugees and host communities in a
sustamnable way in  collaboration with
concerned bodies;

13/ Creates enabling conditions for activities that
reduce the mmpact on natural resources in
refugee centers and the surrounding areas and
monitors their implementation;

14/ Oversees and coordinates the implementation of
Government agreements and commitments to
refugees and host communities;

15/ Takes over properties upon completion or

termination of affiliate programs and projects

and puts to good use accordingly;
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16/ Hands over service facilities to relevant
parties for use by the local community up on

the closure of refugee centers;

17/ Issues Directives to exercise its powers and

duties to achieve its objectives;

18/ Works in cooperation with concerned bodies
towards the repatriation of Ethiopians who are
registered as refugees in different countries
and voluntarily decide to return to their

country;

19/ Provides psycho-social support to refugee
returnees before they reintegrate into society;
and may establish rehabilitation centers for

this purpose in any part of the country;

20/ Coordinates the transition of returnees to their
former places of residence in coordination

with Regional Governments:

21/Oversees and coordinates returnee
rehabilitation activities in collaboration with
partners;

22/ Regulates partners’ in regards to foreign
nationals employment in cooperation with the

relevant government bodies;

23/ Conducts the selection of partners working on
projects benefiting refugees, returnees and
host communities in coordination with the
relevant body;

24/ Facilitates the process of obtaining permits for

the work of refugees in refugee centers in

cooperation with relevant authorities;
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% fNI6IeE AR 6.The service shall have:
bl TaNe T (g AR 1. A Director General appointed by the
b/ Mooy LA PG ALontC: Goverssunt.
€/ A78 ROéALYE AT PT SLLENTCET AT 2. As deemed necessary, Deputy Director Generals
P/ ANLAY PP Wt L4 TAx appointed by the Government, and
3. The necessary staff.
Z. PRIANCE P ALLhTC 2AMIS 20C 7. Powers And Duties OF The Director General of
B/ PG ALLNFS PhIAINE PG Ne ANLR™, Fheenics

1. The Director General shall be the Chief

Executive Officer responsible for
administering the Service and overseeing its

operations;

2. Without prejudice to the generality stated in
Sub Article 1 of this article, the Director

General shall:

a/ Exercise the Powers and Duties of the
Service specified under Article 5 of this
Regulation;

b/ Hire and administer the staff of the Service;

¢/ Spend money according to the budget and
work program of the Service;

d/ Represent the Service in dealings with third

parties;

e/ Prepare Service performance and financial

reports and submit to the concerned party;

3. Partially delegate his Powers and Duties to
officers and employees of the Service when

deemed necessary.
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£ PhIAE St PT ALehdC 2AMIT | 8. Powers And Duties of The Deputy Director
+70C General of The Service
Deputy Director General:
TN PT SLLNTS:-
5 0P§ Seohts  AaLdo  PhOmld 1. Performs duties assigned by the Director
Qe en s General,
T ST 2.Acts on behalf of the Director General when
& P9 Leehtc AeSCOT  An 09T delegated; if the Director General does not
feents ALt ohAT AP PS delegate, the person with seniority in
LSLLNTETT ol LwidAi PST Sedlhts appointment shall act in his place.
o-nAT QAGm ool $Lo2€ CAm- it
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B. N+ 9. Budget
PRIADN L (BT - The Service’s budget shall be:
. 1. Allocated by partners,
&/ hh2C KA hopavgl OF1: P
B . i i 2. Obtained from miscellaneous sources.
g haneTt Ae AR PIT e AT
LUPTA::
1. £hA(l ood 0T 1% Accanating Roparis
. ago
- 1. The Service shall hold completed and accurate
B/ PHTLAST  ThhaE  eUr Phad .
accounting records;
a1 L LHA
2. The Service’s accounting records and financial
& PAIAINE PN @HTNTS 1IN Yh R IITI T .
2T NFT Pama Ahd (oo L documents are audited annually by an external
N7 ohdo- ear-opr hEAC (198 oo} auditor assigned or represented by the party
Lavlavlaf\ s that provided the budget.
T8, Qd TS 0T AdTReC .
- Procurement And Property Management
AL AR (RE 78 A700 PUr According to the source of the budget, the service
PNILT LT ANVTSRC T oewlo makes procurement, manages and disposes the
TR AT
VIPTT  LAEZTINTNLT LTS L LA - s 0 appeondian Sele parties”
L@V =
laws.
1. Pho- DLA AOTAAC g9
b/ PRIAINTE PAm DLA ANTSRAC Plofl-in L The hien TEsOWces DM of the
a it wet PTG APE aowl P service shall be implemented in accordance
P2t (e o S ¢1Poo with the basic principles of the Federal Civil
PAET 9ot POTPY Tl UL ARG Prve Service Laws and the Service hires staff in
anne contract considering its budget source,
We A1 oar AN ovA w2 tPF7 '
agreement period and nature of work;
071 LPPiin:
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2. The Service’s structure, position, salary
scale and benefits shall be determined
according to the agreement with the partners

that provide the budget;

3. Studies its structure and manpower needs,
provides it to its parent organization and

implements it when approved.

13. Inapplicable Laws
No Regulation, Directive or ustomary practice

shall, in so far as inconsistent with this
Regulation, have effect with respect to matters

provided for in this Regulation.

14. Effective Date
This Regulation shall be effective from the date

of its publication on the Federal Negarit Gazette.

Dons ot Addis Ababa, On this 5™ Day of June , 2024

ABIY AHMED (Dr.)

PRIME MINSTER OF THE FEDERAL

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF ETHIOPIA
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